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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

 
“We Are All Sojourners In a Foreign Land!”      

 
The older I get the more simplified my life has become. And the same holds true for much of 
my reading materials! No longer do I eagerly seek out “gems of wisdom” from some 
theological treatise, or a sophisticated and highly touted Bible scholar which requires you to 
read it three times just to unravel what the author is trying to say.  
 
Our Lord Jesus spoke simply and yet so profoundly. He spoke truthfully; sometimes rather 
abruptly, to get His point across. Our Rabboni often resorted to using parables, but not to 
confuse His listeners. Just the opposite! Our Teacher used illustrations from common, every 
day experiences so that both young and old alike could readily understand His “message 
behind the message”! Yes, I much prefer reading for my own edification; especially if it draws 
me closer to my Lord. 
  
This is one reason why I am drawn more and more to the writings of C. S. Lewis and most 
notably his Chronicles of Narnia which I read to our children so long ago. I am also going to 
re-visit John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress which serves to remind us all that in this world we, 
as believers, are “aliens and strangers” for this is not our real home.  
 
In Max Lucado’s daily devotional, Grace For the Moment, he writes: “Unhappiness on earth 
cultivates a hunger for heaven. By gracing us with a deep dissatisfaction, God holds our 
attention. The only tragedy, then, is to be satisfied prematurely. To settle for earth. To be 
content in a strange land…” Lucado continues: “we are not happy here because we are not at 
home here. We are not happy here because we are not supposed to be happy here. We are 
‘like foreigners and strangers in this world’ (1 Peter 2:11). And you will never be 
completely happy on earth simply because you were not made for earth. Oh, you will have 
your moments of joy. You will catch glimpses of light. You will know moments or even days of 
peace. But they simply do not compare with the happiness that lies ahead.” 
 
Yes, the older I get, the simpler that life has become. Do you find this to be true in your own 
life? How about a K.I.S.S.! 
 
Have a care, 
 
Pastor Cooper 
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"BOUQUETS FOR YOUR BONNET" 
WOMEN'S MINISTRY 

Wednesday, February 18, 2015 - 1:00 p.m. 
 

Ladies, our elegant Annual Tea is coming up in 
March. Since this is an "Elegant Affair" we are 
asking you to wear a hat to tea. Hats are 
"requested" but definitely not "required." In 
preparation for this we are holding our 4th 
Annual "Bouquets for Your Bonnet" - an 
afternoon of fun and fellowship decorating our 
hats to be worn to Tea. Our very creative and 
talented Fashion Designer, Elaine Runkel, and 
her team of creative and artistic designers will 
be assisting us. All adornments will be 
supplied, and if you do not have a hat to 
decorate we will supply one for you. There is 
no charge for this fun afternoon, but we do 
need to know how many will be attending, and 
if you will need a hat supplied. So please sign 
up in the Resource Center - we truly look 
forward to having you join us for this great time 
together!! 
 

WOMEN'S MINISTRY 
ELEGANT ANNUAL TEA 

 
Saturday, March 7, 2015 - 1:00 p.m. 
Ladies, please mark your calendars for our 
"Elegant Annual Tea." Gloria Bagley will be our 
Guest Speaker, Pastor Bob and JoAnne 
Williams will be our featured soloist's. Please 
watch for additional information and the sign-
up sheet at a later date. 
 

Submitted by Dorothy Cleaver 
 

Photo Directory 
 

During February we will be taking pictures of 
members plus our “friends of Grace” who 
faithfully attend year around or in the winter.  
Having faces and names together is an 
invaluable resource. These pictures will be 
taken immediately following the Sunday 
worship service on February 1, 8, 15 and if 
need be the 22.  Please sign up in the Narthex 
on Sunday.  Please participate. Thank you! 
Jan Evans – jce1az@cox.net 
623-776-5784 
 

The Blue Phone Directory 
 

The Blue directory will soon be available and is 
different than the photo one. We will put an 
announcement in the bulletin and you will be 
able to pick up a copy in the Resource Center. 
 
February Birthdays 
 
2/02 Carl Olien 
2/11 Betty Eldridge 
2/11 Marlys Hossele 
2/12 Mary Alice Hering 
2/13 Martie Marshall 
2/15 Will Kingma 
2/17 Jean Moody 
2/17 Sylvia Patrick 
2/17 Bill Walker  
2/19 Russ Trimble 
2/20 Henny Gewelke 
2/21 Mike Michalis 
2/21 Patsy Turner 
2/25 Mike Baldridge 
2/26 Mary Kingma 
2/26 Barbara Laursen 
2/26 Bob Williams 
2/28 Jan Evans 
 
Happy Birthday! 
 
February Anniversaries 
 
2/01 Gary & Bev Bair 
2/01 Gilbert & Katie Dementis 
2/01 John & Lynn Nessen 
2/16 Wayne & Louise Adams 
2/16 Doug & Audrey Robinson 
 
Happy Anniversary! 
 

What is the Gospel? 
 

The great nineteenth-century Princeton theologian 
Charles Hodge said, "The gospel is so simple that 
small children can understand it, and it is so profound 
that studies by the wisest theologians will never 
exhaust its riches." The gospel is absolutely 
fundamental to everything we believe. It is at the very 
core of who we are as Christians. However, many 
professing Christians struggle to answer the question: 
What is the gospel? When I teach, I am astounded by 
how many of my students are unable to provide a  
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Biblically accurate explanation of what the gospel is, 
and, what's more, what the gospel is not. If we don't 
know what the gospel is, we are of all people the 
most to be pitied—for we not only can't proclaim the 
gospel in evangelism so that sinners might be saved, 
but we in fact may not be saved ourselves. In our day, 
there are countless counterfeit gospels, both inside 
and outside the church. Much of what is on Christian 
television and on the shelves of Christian bookstores 
completely obscures the gospel, thereby making it 
another gospel, which is no gospel whatsoever. 
English pastor J.C. Ryle wrote, "Since Satan cannot 
destroy the gospel, he has too often neutralized its 
usefulness by addition, subtraction, or 
substitution." It is vital we understand that just 
because a preacher talks about Jesus, the cross, and 
heaven, does not mean he is preaching the gospel. And 
just because there is a church on every corner does 
not mean the gospel is preached on every corner.  
Fundamentally, the gospel is news - - the good news 
about what our triune God has accomplished for His 
people: the Father's sending His Son, the incarnate Jesus 
Christ, to live perfectly, fulfill the law, and die 
sacrificially, satisfying God's wrath against us that we 
might not face hell, thereby atoning for our sins; and 
raising Him from the dead by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. it is the victorious announcement that God 
saves sinners. And even though the call of Jesus to 
"take up your cross and follow me," "repent and 
believe," "deny yourself," and "keep my 
commandments” are necessary commands that directly 
follow the proclamation of the gospel, they are not in 
themselves the good news of what Jesus has 
accomplished. The gospel is not a summons to work 
harder to reach God; it's the grand message of how God 
worked all things together for good to reach us. The 
gospel is good news, not good advice or good 
instructions, just as J. Gresham Machen wrote: "What 
I need first of all is not exhortation, but a gospel, not 
directions for saving myself but knowledge of how God 
has saved me. Have you any good news? That is the 
question that I ask of you." 
 
Reprinted, with permission, from Table Talk Magazine 
January 2015 www.Ligonier.org 
 

Palm Crosses 
 

Part of our preparations for Palm Sunday will 
include transforming palm frond into woven 
palm crosses on Saturday, March 28th at 9:30  

 

AM in the Fellowship Hall, to be offered to 
each attendee on Palm Sunday, the 29th. 
Pastor has requested 300 be prepared and 
you are needed to come and help. Some of 
our congregation have become skilled in this 
process and are willing to help you become 
skilled, also. If you want to help but your 
fingers don’t respond as you would wish, come 
anyway – several related processes need your 
help and will be just right for you! The sign-up 
sheet is available for your convenience. 
 

Submitted by Barbara Penhallow 
 

Notes of Thanks 
 

Dear Members and Friends of GCC, 
 
The Diaconate wishes to thank all the givers 
involved in the Jesus Station Ministry. A 
special note of thanks to Flo Wade, Nelsine 
Ellsworth and Betty Eldridge for their hours of 
sorting and distributing the thousands of 
Christmas cards. Thank you Ella for all you do 
in getting out the dates in the newsletter and 
bulletins.   
Approximately $100.00 was contributed to our 
Missionary fund, but most importantly the 
connection of fellowship and the celebration of 
the birth of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, 
within our GCC family reflects God’s Love. 
 
In God’s Grace, thank you church family, 

Linda Schooley 
 
Dear Friends and Members of Grace, 
 
Bettylou Swift and I so enjoyed your abundant 
warm hugs, your tender thoughts expressed in 
the touching greeting cards, and the elegant 
birthday cakes presented to us on Sunday the 
11th of January!   
We felt totally pampered and continue to bask 
in the glow of warm memories of that lovely 
time! You are the best!   
Thank you, thank you, every one! 
 

God’s blessings, 
Barbara Penhallow and 
Bettylou Swift  
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